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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
8:30am 

August 3, 2025 
 

     
“I will tear down my barns and build larger ones.” 

 

"Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth" 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

There is a lot of “wisdom” floating around our world on how to become wealthy.  Some of 

the celebrities of our modern age are people like Jeff Bezos, Warren Buffett, Bill Gates, and 

Elon Musk.  They are people who seem to have a super abundance of everything.  Many of 

us spend at least one-third of our lives working to accumulate enough wealth to 

hopefully retire in comfort and security.  Yet, as Jesus reminds us, our focus is misplaced 

when we mistakenly believe that our investments, our retirement funds, and our 

possessions are actually our own—that we earned them all by ourselves. As we gather, we 

come together today to worship the King of all creation who generously gives us 

everything that we have for this world and the next. 

 

Our life is to be directed and empowered from "above" as we look forward to future glory so 

that we can rise above earthly things and live joy-filled lives in service of one another.   

 

 

WELCOME – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 

1 Crown Him with many crowns, 

    The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 

    All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

    Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king 

    Through all eternity. 

 

2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

    The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won 

    Which now His brow adorn: 

Fruit of the mystic rose, 

    Yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, 

    The babe of Bethlehem. 

 

3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 

    Behold His hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, 

    In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

    Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 

    At mysteries so bright. 

 

4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 

    Who triumphed o’er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife 

    For those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

    Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring 

    And lives that death may die. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 24:1–2; 127:2; 147:9; Matt.26; James 1:17; Exodus 20:3; Col. 3:5–6 
 

Pastor: The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 

dwell therein, for He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon 

the rivers. 

People: He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens that cry. 
 

Pastor: Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  

Are you not of more value than they? 

People: It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread 

of anxious toil; for He gives to His beloved sleep. 
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Pastor: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change. 

People: The First Commandment reminds us, “You shall have no other gods 

before Me.” 
 

Pastor: Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

People: On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, 

People: You are the giver of everything we have. Yet, we are guilty of coveting 

the possessions, experiences, and social standing of others. We sin by 

valuing these things above You. For Jesus’ sake, forgive our sins. 

Renew us in Your knowledge and conform us to Your image by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pastor: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 

yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become 

rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). We receive the riches of God’s forgiveness because 

of Jesus. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have 

stored up for us in heaven, that we may never despair 

People: but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; 
 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING Colossians 3:1-11 (Christ is all, and in all.) 
 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is 

your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God 

is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  

 
8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 

slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken 

off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21 (The Parable of the Rich Fool) 
 

Reader: 13 Then someone called from the crowd, 

People: “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s estate with me.” 

 

Reader: 14 Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as 

that?” 15 Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not 

measured by how much you own.” 
16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine 

crops. 17 He said to himself,  
 

People: ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I 

know! I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room 

enough to store all my wheat and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to 

myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now 

take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ 

 

Reader: 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get 

everything you worked for?’ 
21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship 

with God.” 
 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 

again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.  
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On The Banks Of The Promised Land 

 

Verse 1 

I have built my life on the Solid Rock, 

Far away from the sinking sand. 

But I cast my eye to the home that waits 

On the banks of the Promised Land. 

 

Verse 2 

There's a song of praise that is lifted there 

By the saints and the angel band. 

Oh, I long to go and to join that choir 

On the banks of the Promised Land. 

 

Chorus 

Hallelujah, what a morning 

When I reach for that nail-scarred hand, 

And I'm led from grace to glory 

On the banks of the Promised Land. 

 

Verse 3 

Ev'ry grief and pain that has bound me 

here, 

Jesus knows and He understands. 

They'll be washed away as I cross that 

stream 

To the banks of the Promised Land. 

 

Chorus 

Hallelujah, what a morning 

When I reach for that nail-scarred hand, 

And I'm led from grace to glory 

On the banks of the Promised Land.   

 

Verse 4 

Then I'll see the face of my Savior dear, 

Beckoned close by His sweet command. 

All my burdens gone, I will rest at last 

On the banks of the Promised Land. 

 

Chorus 

(Oh) Hallelujah, what a morning 

When I reach for that nail-scarred hand, 

And I'm led from grace to glory 

On the banks of the Promised Land  (2X) 

 

On the banks of the Promised Land,   

On the banks of the Promised Land.   

I'm goin' to the Promised Land. 

I'm bound for the Promised Land. 

I'm goin' to the Promised Land. 

 

 

 

MESSAGE -  Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

  



 7 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us come before God in prayer as His people, the sheep of His pasture, 

trusting that the Lord is good and His love endures forever. 

For the Church, that raised with Christ we put on the new self, which is 

being renewed in knowledge after the image of God. For our Synod—our 

president, district presidents, pastors, teachers, and all servants of the 

Church, that we not become puffed up with pride or be made timid by our 

weaknesses, but instead hold fast to our Head, the Lord Jesus. In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: For this nation in which we live, in thanksgiving for the abundance of life 

and freedom that we enjoy; for the president and Congress, for our 

governor and local elected officials, that all work for the common good, 

and serve not themselves, but chiefly those who are cast down; that this 

nation so divided along political lines would repent of our hatred of those 

who differ from us and, based on our one common humanity, discuss our 

differences with reason and kindness. In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: For those in need in our community—the sick, those facing surgery, those 

with terminal illness—that they receive mercy and healing according to 

God’s will, that they find peace in the love of Jesus,.   In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: For this congregation, that, knowing God is God and that we have been 

raised with Christ, our lives be transformed from the old self with its selfish 

practices to life abundant with the new self, filled with generosity toward 

God and others. In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: We entrust our prayers to You, heavenly Father. You are good and Your 

love endures forever; Your faithfulness continues through all generations. 

People: Amen.  
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OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box  

you will find at the back of the church.  Thank you. 

 

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, which 

is found on the back of the pew.  Please leave your card at the end of the pew near the 

center aisle as you leave. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

COMMUNION WINE:  For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we offer non-alcoholic 

wine.  The non-alcoholic wine is the light colored wine in the center of the communion tray. 
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602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love  

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 
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At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
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Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 
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Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Thank You, triune God, for raising us to new life with Christ and filling us 

with His body and blood.  Guide us to keep our possessions from 

possessing us, but instead to treasure Your mercy for us and for all people; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE INVITATIONS 

 

 Sent Forth by God's Blessing 

1     Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
 

 
Need some PRAYER?   Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a Stephen 
Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews. 

 

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 
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Where We Serve 

Preacher                                                         Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

Officiant               Pastor Jim Frusti 

Minister of Music     Paul Ventimiglia   

Family Life Director    Jeanette Koch 

Elder        John Hasse 

    

Greeters      Huskey Family      

   

Welcome Center       Kara Patterson      

            

Ushers      Gary Cash 

       Jeff Henning 

       Neale Hoener 

       Mike Williamson 

 

Tech Team      Nancy Berg     

     

Counters          Katie Grab 

       Carole Crete       

    

Altar Society      Nancy Berg 

       Kara Patterson 

       Kellen Patterson      

 

Coffee Hour      Jan Paver 

               

Acolyte      Thomas Kutz      

                

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 

SUNDAYS:       Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 

SATURDAYS:   Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance Last week: 7.27.2025– Attendance – 8am – 115+ 11am – 59  = 174 

 Communion – 137 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Received week of 7.27.2025- for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $9,241  total includes online 

giving              School - $0 
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Altar Flowers 
  

Two vases- In memory of Janet’s mother, Olga Paschke’s 
birthday and Bill’s mother, Josephine Kovalak’s birthday 

from Bill and Janet Kovalak. 
 

Please arrange to pick up your flowers after the 11 am service 
                                                           Remember Our Shut-Ins 

Christina Rohn 
Waltonwood #240 
27475 Huron Circle 
Novi, MI   48377   
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 
THANK YOU ST. PAUL for your AWESOME SUPPORT! 
 
Recently, Another Way Pregnancy Center (AWPC) was honored to receive a $10,000 matching grant from 
LCMS.  Thanks to the heartfelt generosity of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Farmington Hills and     
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Northville, who together raised the additional $10,000 matching gift, 
AWPC has reached a total of $20,000 in funding! These funds are dedicated to expanding Saturday 
medical services, ensuring that more families have access to essential care during times that are often 
more convenient for working parents and caregivers.  This partnership is a beautiful example of faith in 
action, and AWPC is deeply grateful for LCMS and these congregations for helping AWPC extend hope and 
healing to those they serve.  

 
For August, Women in Christ is featuring a mission grant to support Ministry Scholarships for Shepherd’s 
Canyon Retreats in the amount of $20,000.  We too often overlook our pastors, DCE’s and Lutheran 
teachers and how much they need a respite from serving us all.  This mission grant supports a LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization.  Funds from this grant will be used to provide scholarships to help 
pastors, DCE’s, and teachers who are suffering from depression and compassion fatigue.  These funds will 
allow them to attend week-long retreats in Arizona where they will be able to receive help, hope, and 
healing by God’s grace.  Thank you for your generous support over the first half of 2025. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
OUR NEW MEMBER 

 
We are welcoming Chris Henning’s mother, Jean Pichan, as a new member to St. Paul She 

transferred her membership from Hosanna Tabor recently and has been added to our  “Shut in List.”   I’m 
sure she would appreciate a visit or a card.  Her address is: 

Jean Pichan 
Brookdale Senior Living 

Room B2 
40405 6 Mile Rd.  

Northville, MI  48168 
 

We are now welcoming Debra (Debbie) Pichan as a transfer member from Hosanna Tabor.  
Debbie is the daughter of Jean Pichan and sister to Chris Henning.  Debbie has been part of our FOG 

Brownie Bakers for quite some time and we appreciate her serving in that way.   
Check out our New Member Bulletin Board to see the picture of our new members.   

  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Praise Rock Band (ALL ages)  and  Craft Time for Children 
Kristen Goodman will lead arts, crafts and open gym time for children on alternate Sundays starting June 
29, 2025 in Room 11 of the school, which is downstairs.   If there is an adult who would like to play 
basketball, dodge ball or another game with the children on one of these Sundays, please see Mrs. 
Goodman - (248) 662-7580.  Praise Rock Band will take place on alternate Sundays starting June 22, 
2025 in Room 11 in the lower level of the school.  This is open to ALL ages.  We'll be playing beginner-
level songs and will have available positions in piano, guitar, bass guitar, drums, cowbell and vocals.  Led 
by Jeni Huggins - please see her or text 248-787-0480 if you have any questions, or just show up.   We 
will work toward offering a few songs to a small audience on a date in September to be determined. 
 
Sundays - Approximately 9:35 am - 10:55 am  

July 20, 2025  Praise Rock Band - Room 11, lower level in school 

July 27, 2025  Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and 
Gymnasium  

August 3, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 11, lower level in school  

August 10, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and 
Gymnasium  

August 17, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 11, lower level in school 

August 24, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and 
Gymnasium  

August 31, 2025  Praise Rock Band - Room 11, lower level in school 

September 7, 2025  Rally Day will be at Maybury State Park 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Flowers Needed  -  1 vase for August 31st.  Contact Anne Burgess if you would like to take 

a date for flowers – anne.burgess.313@gmail.co 

July 16 FOG 
It takes a village to get a meal to FOG and part of that village in July was Jeff 
Henning cutting the watermelon for us.  What a delicious and refreshing treat.  
Chris Henning was our shopper while Marci Treder prepared the paper products 
bag.  Our brownie bakers were Anne Burgess, Carol Crete, Debbie Pichan and 
Chris Henning.  Julia Smith was our driver and Chris Burgess, Bob McGuigan and 
Pat McGuigan were the servers.  We were joined by David Sonak and his family 
from Salem so we had plenty of helpers.  Once again they 
brought potato salad which was the perfect addition to our 
meal of sloppy joes, green beans, chips, watermelon 

and brownies. 
It was a hot evening and we didn’t think the group was very big when we 
started but when we looked up, the room was full and the line was as long as 
ever.  A young man, maybe around 12, came out to help us bring the food 
in from the car.  When he saw the chocolate milk, he said “I hope I get some of that, it’s my 
favorite.”  Fortunately, he got some since women and children get served first but it was all gone 
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when he came up for seconds.  Chocolate milk and green beans are always a favorite there.  We 
did about 110 servings and the food was all gone.  Yummy! 
We were happy to see Stacy and Tina since they hadn’t been there in quite awhile.    Pastor Alex 
was in charge for the first time since his ordination and installation the day before at St. Stephens 
church not far from FOG in Detroit.    

We need Coffee Hour Helpers. I looked at our schedule on Sunday and we have 12 open spots for coffee 
hour host/hostess until the end of the year.  Can you and others team up to help out?  Everyone enjoys 
coffee hour and fellowship. We have three open spots in August, two in September, two in October, two in 
November and three in December.  The sign up sheet is on the refrigerator in the parish hall.  Many hands 
make light work.  

Here is a suggestion for coffee hour (or any variation): 

Crackers/Cheese , Fruit 

(2) Egg Dishes or deviled eggs, Pastries (3) Such as donuts, bagels, coffee cakes, 

French toast casserole or breads, Juice ,Coffee cream 

3 servers are enough, please try to take everything home with you that was not eaten.  Most times the 
freezer foods do not get used. We also ask that someone from your group take the towels home to wash 
and return, the next Sunday is fine.  We need to remove all the garbage's as well. 

 Coffee Hour Board Members: Jan Paver, Sue Poole or Claudia Williamson.  Thank you very much. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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