
1 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Graduate Sunday 
8:30am 

June 7, 2026 

 
 

Following the Lord in mercy 

  

AS WE GATHER 
 

"I desire mercy, and not sacrifice," says the Lord (Matthew 9: 13).  More than mere 

kindness, mercy is a kindness shown especially to those who either cannot repay or 

do not deserve it.  The Word of God reminds us that God's love is never earned or to 

be taken for granted as something we somehow deserve because of our sacrifices.   
 

The same goes for the brother or sister in need of our mercy.  True mercy doesn't 

ignore our inability to repay or to fulfill God's Law.  The mercy of God comes through 

His Son who fulfilled the Law perfectly for all and whose sacrifice on the cross 

proclaims forgiveness and mercy to all to be received as a gift by faith in Him.  Mercy 

then becomes the Christian's family trait as our Lord said, "Be merciful, even as your 

Father is merciful" (Luke 6:36). 

  

 

WELCOME – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 

People: Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 

 

Pastor: Offer right sacrifices, 

People: and put your trust in the LORD. Psalm 4:1, 5 

 

 

CONFESSION 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to the Lord, asking Him for the sake of His Son 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

People: Almighty God, merciful Father, we confess to You that we have 

sinned against You and our neighbor in thought, word, and deed.   

We have sinned many times when we have heard Your Word without 

putting it into practice, when we have said, "Lord, Lord," without 

doing Your will, and when we have built on the sand of our own weak 

wisdom instead of the rock of Your Word.  In Your mercy forgive us 

and lead us in the way of eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Jesus, our Redeemer and God’s greatest gift, promises forgiveness, life, and 

salvation, and welcomes us to His Table. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 

 

May the Lord Christ be with us, Alleluia! 

As we celebrate anew, Alleluia! 

Jesus’ victory o’er death, Alleluia! 

That to us grants life and breath, Alleluia!  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, to seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our 

hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with 

Him forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING  Romans 4:13-25    (Abraham, our father in faith) 

 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 

would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if 

those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 

because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.  

 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also 

to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: "I 

have made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in 

whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as 

though they were.  Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the 

father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  

Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—

since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah's womb was also dead. Yet 

he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was 

strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had 

power to do what he had promised. This is why "it was credited to him as 

righteousness." The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, but 

also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who 

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and 

was raised to life for our justification. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13      (Matthew called by mercy.) 

 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.  

 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" 

came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 

disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  On hearing 

this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn 

what this means:  

'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' 

For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Today Your Mercy Calls Us  

  

  

  

 
 

 

MESSAGE – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKFULNESS FOR OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS  
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION AND BLESSING 
  

High School: 

Rebecca Nordbeck 

Anne Raikes 

 

 

Pastor:   Before us stand our young people who are completing High School, or 

University portions of their education.  We have asked them to take part in this 

service so that we might congratulate them and encourage them as they enter 

areas of new privileges and responsibilities. 

 

People: We recognize and salute you!  You are now taking on further 

responsibilities as committed Christians. 

 

Grads: We now ask our Lord and Savior to help us as we assume new duties and 

responsibilities, with the desire to do everything in life under His guidance. 
 

Parents: We have nurtured you in Christ with Christian discipline and instruction.  It is 

now our pleasure to recognize you at this important milestone with gratitude to 

the Lord for His help in your life.  We take pride in your accomplishments. 

 

Grads: Lord, where there is ingratitude or indifference, replace it with a spirit of 

thankfulness for what our parents have offered us through our development.  

Bless us to go beyond saying thanks, to showing it. 

 

ALL: It has been our God-given privilege to shape the lives of our sons and 

daughters. We now ask Your help O Lord to be with them always, and guide 

them with the faith and Christian instruction You have given to them. 
 

Grads: Lord Jesus, we ask You to lead us by the Holy Spirit that we may truly live a life 

of faith within God’s plan.  We promise to continually come to you in prayer, 

worship, and be nourished by reading Your Word.  Help us, O Lord, until You 

give us the full victory in heaven which You won for us on the cross. 

ALL:  Bless and Keep them.  Amen and Amen.    
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: As dear children ask their dear father, let us bring to the Lord our prayers this 

day, knowing that He will hear us and respond to our petitions. Confidently we 

come to our Father in heaven: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: As citizens of our blessed land, we pray for the world in which we live and for 

the leaders of every nation as well as of our own, that peace may prevail around 

the globe and that we may live without fear in our times. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: In this season of growth, we pray for the Church, that it may grow and flourish 

even in those places where persecution for our Lord’s sake is known. Grant that 

there be unhindered access to the Table of the Lord in every land. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Gathered in heart and mind, we pray for those in need of our special petitions, 

including those distanced from this fellowship today, and including those 

dealing with illness and the homebound. We also remember those who grieve 

this day and those with special needs.  According to Your good and gracious 

will, bring strength to the weak, assurance to the fearful, and hope to those in 

peril. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Gathered in the forgiving love of Christ and assured that our heavenly Father 

hears our petitions, we say with hopeful hearts and voices: 

People: Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box  

you will find at the back of the church.  Thank you. 
 

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, which is 

found on the back of the pew.  Please leave your card at the end of the pew near the center aisle as 

you leave.  
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Stand 
 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. 
 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. 
 

  

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

COMMUNION WINE:  For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we 

offer non-alcoholic wine, which is the light-colored wine in the center of the communion tray. 

 

 ++  We offer Gluten-free wafers upon request. ++  

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

 

628 Your Table I Approach 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 
 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
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827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 

 

 

 

 
 

567  Not What These Hands Have Done 

Not what these hands have done  Can save this guilty soul; 

Not what this toiling flesh has borne Can make my spirit whole. 
 

Not what I feel or do  Can give me peace with God; 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears  Can bear my awful load. 
 

Thy works alone, O Christ,  Can ease this weight of sin; 

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God,  Can give me peace within. 
 

I bless the Christ of God,  I rest on love divine, 

And with unfalt'ring lip and heart  I call this Savior mine.  
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602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love  

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 
 

 



13 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Grant, O Lord, that the lips that have sung Your praise in the 

sanctuary may glorify You in the world, that the ears that have heard the voice 

of Your songs may be closed to the voices of clamor and dispute, that the eyes 

that have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed hope, and that 

the bodies of all who have tasted of Your Son’s living body and blood may be 

restored to newness of life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Pastor: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE INVITATIONS 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

    Let all who hear 

    Now to His temple draw near, Joining in glad adoration! 

 

4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

    Ponder anew 

    What the Almighty can do As with His love He befriends you. 

 
 

 
Need some PRAYER?   Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a Stephen 
Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews. 

  

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 
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WHERE WE SERVE 
Preacher / Officiant                                              Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
Music Director                                                                      Paul Ventimiglia 
 
Family Life                                             Jeanette Koch 

 
Reader                                                                                                                                Mark Ernst
        

 
Elder                                                                                                                                             John Hasse                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                        
Ushers             Gary Cash 
                      Jeff Henning 
                                                                                                                                                  Mike Williamson 
                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Greeter                                                                                                                                Frusti Family    
 
Acolyte                     Jack Adler   
        
                  
Counters                                                Beth Snow 
                              Allen Ripper 
                                                                                                                                                      Jane Ripper
                       
Welcome Center                             Tim Haubenstricker
    
              
Coffee Hour                                                                                                           Appalachian Service Event
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Tech Team                                                                                                                           Nancy Berg
                            
 
Altar Society                                                                                                                                  Nancy Berg  
                                                                                                                                                    Elyse Huskey    
                                                                                                                                                Michael Huskey                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 
 
SUNDAYS:        Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 
SATURDAYS:    Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Attendance Last week: 5.31.2026– Attendance – 8:30am –146  + 11:00am –  143  =  289 
Communion - 210 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Received week of 5.31.2026 for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $13,173 total includes online giving        
School - $58.01 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Remember Our Homebound 

Dorothy Schneider 
41215 Fox Run Drive -216 Rose Court 

Novi, MI 48377 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Altar Flowers 

One vase in honor of our  51th wedding anniversary on June 7 from Chris and Anne Burgess 
 One vase in honor of Jake and Brittany Fairbairn’s 1st wedding anniversary on June 7 

 from Pastor Chris and Lisa  Fairbairn 
 

Please arrange to pick up your flowers after the 11 am service. 
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On Sunday, June 21, during the coffee hour between services, our St. Paul’s mission team will 
share a short presentation about their recent eyeglass mission in El Salvador. Several team 
members were first-time participants in overseas mission work, and they’ll be reflecting on what it was like 
to serve, learn, and connect with the people of Pasaquina and El Rincón. We hope you’ll join us for stories, 
photos, and a glimpse of how God worked through this ministry. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On Sunday, June 7 we will honor and recognize our Sunday school teachers: Kristen Goodman, Jennifer 
Huggins and Debbie Jenter.  These three women volunteer their time and energy to educate and lead our 
children in games, crafts, snacks and most importantly in the word of God.  We sincerely appreciate all their 
efforts on Sunday morning to bring our children together for fellowship and scripture.  Please join the Board 
of Youth and Family Education in recognizing them at coffee hour in the parish hall.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Congregation, the coffee hour crew needs your help in providing coffee hour during summer 
Bible study.  We have eight coffee hours that need to be filled before  September.  Can you 
please find a small group of 3-4 to provide coffee hour on one of these days?  If you have 
questions, please see Claudia Williamson, Sue Poole or Jan Paver.     
Thank you, 
Sue 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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                                SAVE THE DATE 
DETROIT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE 
               BOOTS ON THE GROUND 
        6th ANNUAL SPRING SERVICE DAY 
WHEN:   June 13    9 am – 12 pm  
WHERE:  19370 Greenfield, Detroit  48235 
WHAT:  Outside grounds clean up 
BRING:  Rakes, clippers, trimmers, etc., and  
                              especially a chain saw if you have one. 
                  Remember to bring work gloves.  
QUESTIONS::  Contact Pat McGuigan  (734) 718-8597 
/pking1252@gmail.com 

Also:  Last year we realized that a donut and beverage break was appreciated mid morning so you 
might appreciate bringing a lawn chair or camping stool. 
“Many hands make light work” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:/pking1252@gmail.com
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As Karen and I reflect on this past Sunday, our hearts are filled with gratitude. It is hard to 

believe that the last ten years of serving as one of your pastors have gone by so quickly. 
What a truly joyous journey it has been! My final Sunday of service was grand in every way. I 

was deeply blessed by the many kind words (and whispers in my ear), prayers, hugs, and 
expressions of love. The music and musicians were outstanding, and the wonderful 

reception—with its abundance of delicious food prepared by our own members in true St. Paul 
potluck fashion—was thoroughly enjoyed by our entire family. We are also sincerely thankful 

for the many cards, gifts, and flowers. Your generosity, kindness, and support over the years, 
and especially this past Sunday, have meant so much to both of us. With heartfelt thanks, 

Karen and Pastor Jim, and may God bless St. Paul's as it continues being a beacon of Christ 
in the greater Northwest Metro Detroit region. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Blessing Bag Corner News – Meet Bernd and Jenny 
Koerner-  They have fostered , volunteered and 
transported dogs. The mutual sharing of dogs needing 
rescue is how we met! (Margo). The Koerner’s saw the 
need to help with street outreach for people within the 
city and that is how our friendship was born! Over the 
years they have sent me hundreds of flashlights, socks, 
hats, gloves, tuna and chicken cracker kits, beef jerky 
and more!  The picture is the most recent “delivery” 18 

cases of much needed items for our less fortunate brothers and sisters on the streets of Detroit! 
God is so good!  I feel blessed to have so many who care and help!  
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OUR NEW MEMBERS 

On May 17 Barry Berman was baptized and joined his family as a member here at St. Paul.  Barry 

attended Newcomer’s class with his family in the fall of 2024 and has been attending here since then.  

Welcome Barry.   

 

Please welcome back former members Terry and Phyllis Fraser.  They have transferred to us from 

Prince of Peace in Farmington.  The Frasers and their children were members here from 1990 to 2001.  We 

are so happy to have you back and look forward to getting to know you better.   

 

Also, welcome our new members Bill and Venetia Schlie.  Both went through Newcomer Class.  

Venetia is joining us through transfer from Christ the King Southgate.  Venetia has already found a way to 

serve here at St. Paul by joining the choir.  Thank you for sharing your talents. 

 

Daniel and Lindsey Bohannon were added to the St. Paul family after attending the spring 

Newcomer Class.  They are new members but have been attending faithfully for some time with their son 

Mitchel.  We are so happy to welcome you. 

 

Grant Moeggenborg also attended the Newcomer Class this spring.  He has faithfully attended 

services with his fiancé Paige Berman and her family for over a year.  Grant and Paige were married here 

at St. Paul on April 18.  Welcome to the new member and the new family.   

 

Romans 15:7 - "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you." 
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